IS1001, Bottom dwellers

S. Boyd


Homework for Tuesday, October 24:
Climate and the Collapse of Maya Civilization by Larry C. Peterson and Gerald H. Haug

American Scientist, Volume 93, Issue 4, pages 322-329 (Jul/Aug 2005).

Please attach sheets if needed.

How can you retrieve the article?

Got the library webpage; click “Electronic Reserves” on the left panel; follow the link for Electronic Reserves & Reserves Pages; do an instructor search; find Boyd; click on IS1001; enter password boyd1001. On the list, this is the first article. Click on the title, follow the link under “Web/OPAC”, and retrieve the full PDF or html file from the bottom of the citation page.
Please answer the following questions:

1. In which geographical region did the Maya live? Find geographical latitude.

2. In which time period did the Maya civilization thrive?

3. What kind of water supply did the Maya rely on?

4. The article talks about the Cariaco Basin on the continental shelf of Venezuela. Find its geographical latitude.

5. What is the significance of the Cariaco basin? Why is the article talking about it?

6. Which of the Cariaco findings is/are important for understanding the decline of the Maya civilization?

7. Why would the settlements of the Maya’s first collapse in the South, and later in the North?
8. Which possibilities, other than drought, are mentioned as contributing to the collapse of the Maya civilization?

9. Make a note of four other civilizations whose decline was influenced by climatic factors, mentioned on the last page (can be used as a resource).
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