IS1001, Bottom dwellers

S. Boyd


Homework for Thursday, November 9:
The Climate of Man -I by Elizabeth Kolbert 

The New Yorker, pages 56-71 (April 25, 2005).

Please attach sheets if needed.

How can you retrieve the article?

Got the library webpage; click “Electronic Reserves” on the left panel; follow the link for Electronic Reserves & Reserves Pages; do an instructor search; find Boyd; click on IS1001; enter password boyd1001. Click on the title, follow the link under “Web/OPAC”, and retrieve the full PDF or html file from the bottom of the citation page.
Please answer the following questions:

1. Name a few scientific organizations which were involved in the study of global warming by the end of the 1970s.
2. What is a thermokarst?
3. Why is thawing permafrost a problem?

4. What did the expedition with the icebreaker “Des Groseillers” set out to do, and what did it find?

5. What is albedo, and how would it change if the polar ice melts?

6. Which phenomenon was discussed by John Tyndall in 1859?

7. What kind of melting process is being considered likely for the Greenland ice sheet?
8. What is different for Icelandic Glaciers as compared to continental mountain glaciers?

9. What conclusions do you take from the article?
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