Notes for Hurricane Box
1. Do not throw away the boiling stones. They are property of chemistry. These Teflon chips serve the purpose of distributing heat better in the water, thus helping steam formation.
2. Use only really clean water. The water out of faucets on campus is often untreated municipal water. The impurities may form a film on the surface and change the boiling behavior. Best may be just bottled water.
3. Make sure the inset foam board and the pot are snug.

4. Fill the pot less than half. More water does not improve steam formation, but takes longer to warm up.
5. You may not need the fan for the chimney. The draft is maintained by the temperature difference between the inside of the  box and the outside air at the top of the chimney, just like for a real hurricane the temperature difference between the surface and the tropopause is an important factor. 
6. Turn off the hot plate if no pot is on it or if the pot is empty.
7. While there definitely is a rotating air column inside the box, the steam is often not very well visible. Don’t despair. That’s what we have. IN order for steam to become visible it needs to condense into tiny droplets. Air close to the dew point has the best conditions for this, so that is either very humid air at room temperature, or really cold air (which has a lower dew point – that’s why steam clouds are so much more visible at low temperatures).
Have fun!
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