You Don’t Know Me

Part I
1. Mr. Steenwilly talks about childhood being golden.  But yet his was difficult, as John’s is.  What moments in your childhood were “golden” and which ones were “an obstacle course”?

2. Why do you think John feels so alone even though he does “normal” things like hang out with Billy and Andy?

3. Why might John’s mother be so tired and feel so distant?

4. In what ways do you feel like you really relate to John and in what ways are you very different from him?

5. John seems to give everyone nicknames.  If you were in John’s class, what nickname might he give you?

6. Lots of John’s friends are pretty well off in comparison to him.  Count your blessings—in what ways are you well off, secure, or doing well?

You Don’t Know Me

Part II
1. On the night of the short haul, John succumbs to Stan, the anti-father.  Did John have any other options?  Why do you think John doesn’t tell people about his predicament?

2. When John is desperate or very sad he wishes his dad back home.  What are other common ways that people cope with adversity?

3. Pain perpetuates itself.  Stan talks about his pain over Mona leaving and he takes his pain out on John.  How have you seen this play out in real life?

4. When have you (or people you know) felt trapped?

5. What do you think motivates the cruelty of someone like John’s almost-stepfather?

6. What role does social class/wealth/poverty play in this novel?

